Possible role of IgG4 in discordant correlations between intracutaneous skin tests and RAST.
Comparison of intracutaneous skin tests and RAST in 2 groups of patients, one consisting of 16 individuals having multiple allergies to pollen, mold and animal dander and the other of 10 patients allergic to mold only, revealed that skin tests were more sensitive than RAST. Skin reactions of 3+ to 4+ were frequently associated with negative RAST results. This was observed more so in mold-allergic patients. In a few cases (6%) RAST showed 2+ reactions while the skin tests were negative. Leukocytes from allergic individuals who had positive skin tests and negative RAST released a significant amount of histamine upon challenge with specific allergen as well as antihuman IgG4, suggesting that this immunoglobulin is a functional component of some immediate hypersensitivity reactions.